
 Metis GmbH: Selected References

a) Evaluation 

Title Description Recipient Start End

European Evaluation 
Helpdesk for Rural 
Development 2014-
2020

The Helpdesk supports and enhances 
learning processes in evaluation. 
Through the development of appropri-
ate and usable tools and methodolo-
gies, the analysis of evaluation activi-
ties in the Member States, as well as 
the collection of good practices, the 
knowledge base for evaluation will be 
constantly enhanced. Well tailored and 
targeted dissemination, capacity build-
ing and communication activities will 
contribute to the improvement of 
evaluation of rural development poli-
cies. Thus the Helpdesk has important 
functions, both in methodological de-
velopment and in knowledge transfer. 
All activities will contribute to the 
progress of rural development policies 
and target support for rural develop-
ment in a more effective and efficient 
way. The target groups of the services 
are Managing Authorities, evaluators, 
Paying Agencies, Commission services 
as well as National and EU Rural Net-
works.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG for Agriculture; 
Directorate E. 
Economic analysis  
perspectives and 
evaluation; com-
munication, Unit E.
4. Evaluation and  
studies

01/2015 ongo-
ing 

(12/20
21)

ESF 2007-2013 Ex-
post Evaluation 
Synthesis

The purpose of this contract is to syn-
thesise the results of three thematic ex 
post evaluations covering the ESF 
Priorities Adaptability and Human Cap-
ital, the Integration of Disadvantaged 
Groups and Access and Sustainable 
Integration into Employment, all pre-
pared during 2014. Also supplemen-
tary evaluation syntheses of the ESF 
Priorities Promoting Partnership and 
Strengthening Institutional Capacity 
which were not covered by separate 
contracts, are provided. Outputs and 
results are summarised in 28 country 
reports, which include also conclusions, 
lessons learned and good practice. The 
synthesis draws lessons for economic 
and social cohesion policy at Member 
State and EU level with reference to 
the European Employment Strategy.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Employment

01/2015 ongo-
ing 

(05/20
16)
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Ex post evaluation 
of Cohesion Policy 
programmes 
2007-2013, financed 
by the ERDF and 
Cohesion Fund, 
Work Package 3: 
Financial instru-
ments for enterprise 
support

The overall aim of the evaluation is to 
assess the rationale, implementation 
and early evidence of effectiveness of 
financial instruments. The evaluation 
examines the extent to which the re-
sources were used, the effectiveness 
and the socioeconomic impact. In ad-
dition, and of major importance for 
future learning, it identifies the factors 
contributing to the success or failure of 
programmes and seek to identify good 
practice and, crucially, the conditions 
under which such practice is transfer-
able. Metis is responsible for the man-
agement of the case studies (Task 3) 
and the stakeholder seminar (Task 4). 
Task 3 contributes in-depth information 
to the evaluation and the seminar sup-
ports the consolidation of the Final 
Report.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Regional Policy 

(lead contractor: 
t33)

09/2014 ongo-
ing 

(12/20
15)

Ex-ante Evaluation 
and Strategic Envi-
ronmental Assess-
ment of the Opera-
tional Programme 
Adriatic-Ionian 
2014-2020

This assignment comprises the ex-ante 
evaluation and the strategic environ-
ment assessment, including the scop-
ing und the preparation of the envi-
ronmental report according to Direc-
tive 2001/42/EC The aim of the ex-
ante evaluation is to improve the quali-
ty of the programme design of [the] 
programme. The SEA  shall integrate 
environmental considerations into the 
preparation and adoption of the Pro-
gramme with a view to promoting 
sustainable development. Both shall 
provide clear recommendations based 
on the draft programme to the pro-
gramme bodies.

Szechenyi Pro-
gramme Office 
Non-profit Ltd. 
(Hungary)

03/2014 ongo-
ing 

(12/20
15)
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Ongoing Evaluation 
of the ERDF and 
ESF Programme 
2007-2013 in Sax-
ony-Anhalt: The 
urban dimension

The ongoing evaluation addresses in 
which ways the urban dimension is 
being addressed in the ERDF pro-
gramme and will integrate also the 
projects and achievements of the ESF 
programme. The evaluation has three 
aims: First, project data for different 
project types and territorial categories 
are regularly monitored. In addition, 
selected topics related to project types 
and the territorial categories are an-
alysed and discussed in-depth. Second, 
the contributions of infrastructure 
measures with specific relevance for 
the knowledge-based urban develop-
ment are identified and analysed. 
Third, the synergies and cooperation 
between different projects is investi-
gated with the integrated and partici-
pative approach in five selected cities.

Ministry of Finance 
of the Saxony- 
Anhalt, Ref. EU-
Managing Authori-
ty of the Opera-
tional Programme 
ERDF in Saxony-
Anhalt 2007-2013 
(consortium leader 
Ramboll Manage-
ment)

11/2008 ongo-
ing 

(12/20
15)

ESF 2007-2013 Ex-
post evaluation: 
Access and sustain-
able integration into 
Employment

This evaluation starts off with an in-
depth analysis of interventions under-
taken in 14 clusters of actions, which 
were identified in a preparatory study 
as being directly concerned with ac-
cess to employment. The focus is on 
analysing to what extent the objective 
of access to employment and integra-
tion into the labour market has been 
met by the ESF intervention s in the 
Member States. While an overview 
covers all Member States, an in-depth 
evaluation is undertaken in 12 Member 
States, including Belgium, Estonia, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Italy, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain 
and Sweden.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Employment

09/2014 ongo-
ing 

(09/20
15)

Title Description Recipient Start End
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Ex post evaluation 
of Cohesion Policy 
programmes 
2007-2013, financed 
by the ERDF and 
Cohesion Fund, 
Work Package 10: 
Urban development 
and social infrastruc-
tures

This evaluation considers the ERDF and 
the Cohesion Fund during the period 
2007-2013 in regions covered by the 
Convergence, Regional Competitive-
ness and Employment and European 
Territorial Cooperation objectives in 27 
Member States. It provides a better 
understanding whether support in 
urban areas is part of integrated de-
velopment strategies and the extent to 
which the objectives are economic, 
social environmental or a combination 
of the three. Furthermore there is a 
need to understand the role of social 
infrastructure investment in relation to 
urban development. The evaluation 
provides an overview of the nature and 
objectives of co-funded investments in 
the field of urban development and 
social infrastructure with a focus on the 
integrated urban development ap-
proach.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Regional Policy

10/2014 ongo-
ing 

(09/20
15)

Investment Support 
under Rural Devel-
opment Policy

The primary purpose of this evaluation 
is methodological advancement with 
respect to how impacts of measures to 
support physical investments are as-
sessed. A selected sample of methods 
for evaluating investment measures in 
RDP (related to impact, effectiveness, 
efficiency, achievements) across at least 
ten RDP territories in a minimum of 
seven Member States is analysed and 
tested. Based on fieldwork strengths 
and weaknesses of the methodologies 
will be assessed and the conditions 
explored, under which the methods 
could be applied in the real context of 
evaluations of RD programmes. The 
results of the evaluation can be used as 
guidance for future evaluations of in-
vestment support measures carried out 
by MS/regions.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Agriculture, 
Directorate L Eco-
nomic analysis, 
perspectives and 
evaluations

11/2013 11/201
4

Title Description Recipient Start End
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Ex-ante Evaluation 
and Strategic Envi-
ronment Assess-
ment for the ERDF 
Programme “In-
vestments for 
Growth and Jobs” 
in North Rhine-
Westphalia 
2014-2020

This assignment comprises the ex-ante 
evaluation, the strategic environment 
assessment, including the scoping und 
the preparation of the environmental 
report according to Directive 2001/42/
EC and the support of the public con-
sultation of the environmental report. 
The ex-ante evaluation for the funding 
period 2014-20 support the prepara-
tion of the programme and elaborates 
its contribution to the Europe 2020 
strategy and its accord with the Com-
mon Strategic Framework. Four gener-
al topics are elaborated: (1) pro-
gramme strategy, (2) indicators, moni-
toring and evaluation, (3) consistency 
of the financial plan and (4) contribu-
tions to the Europe 2020 strategy.

Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs and 
Energy of the State 
of North Rhine-
Westphalia, Ger-
many

09/2012 11/201
4

Improving Labour 
Market Flexibility 
and Efficiency 
through Active So-
cial Partners (PA2, 
HRD OP 2009-2012)

This project evaluates the effect of the 
contributions of social partners’ joint 
activities to the Human Resources De-
velopment OP. 3% of the OP were 
earmarked for these joint activities. 
Based on a comprehensive list of 29 
evaluation questions and an interven-
tion logic elaborated in detail a variety 
of methodologies will be applied. Be-
sides desk research and statistical 
analysis, interviews, focus groups and 
surveys will be deployed.

Ministry of Labour 
and Social Policy 
(Bulgaria)

02/2014 07/201
4

Ex-ante Evaluation 
for the ERDF Pro-
gramme in the Free 
State of Saxony in 
the funding period 
2014 to 2020

The main tasks in this contract com-
prise the development of the pro-
gramme’s intervention logic in accor-
dance with all relevant strategies at EU 
level (including the Common Strategic 
Framework and the partnership 
agreement) and at Länder level; the 
development of relevant programme 
indicators; the evaluation of the ap-
propriateness of the monitoring pro-
cedures and the proposed milestones; 
and finally the verification if the 
planned measures related to horizontal 
principles are appropriate. Finally, the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
will be conducted with participation of 
the concerned authorities.

Ministry of Econo-
my, Labour and 
Transport, Saxony 
(Germany)

07/2012 09/201
4
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Ex-ante Evaluation 
for the ESF Pro-
gramme in the Free 
State of Saxony in 
the funding period 
2014 to 2020

The main tasks in this contract com-
prise the evaluation of the strategy 
(relevance of the socio-economic 
analysis and of the SWOT analysis for 
the ESF); the verification of the internal 
coherence between investment priori-
ties and specific objectives; the verifi-
cation of the intervention logic in rela-
tion to the planned outputs and the 
results; the verification of the output 
and result indicators; the verification of 
the programme’s contribution to the 
horizontal principles. Finally, the man-
agement system and the evaluation 
plan will be developed as well as the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment

Ministry of Econo-
my, Labour and 
Transport, Saxony 
(Germany)

07/2012 07/201
4

Evaluation Helpdesk 
(of the European 
Evaluation Network 
for Rural Develop-
ment)

The European Evaluation Network for 
Rural Development provides guidance 
and advice for the ‘ongoing evaluation’ 
of the 94 EU Rural Development pro-
grammes 2007 to 2013. A Brussels-
based team provides a Helpdesk func-
tion, acts as a contact point for the 
evaluation community in EU 27 and 
manages all day-to-day operations 
from their Brussels office. A network of 
20 European experts covers a broad 
spectrum of technical and thematic 
know-how and further develops the EU 
evaluation methodology in the field or 
Rural Development. The contract hold-
er of the Evaluation Helpdesk is the 
European Economic Interest Group 
(EEIG) ‘RurEval’, which is made up of 
‘Metis GmbH’ and the Belgian compa-
ny ‘AEIDL’.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG for Agriculture; 
Directorate G. 
Economic analysis 
and evaluation, 
Unit G4, Evaluation 
of measures ap-
plicable to agricul-
ture; studies 

04/2008 06/201
4

Synthesis of 
SAPARD ex-post 
evaluations – up-
date: Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Romania

The synthesis of SAPARD ex-post eval-
uations for the EU 8 Member States 
was published in 2010. At that time the 
ex-post evaluation for the programmes 
in Bulgaria, Croatia and Romania were 
not available yet. In this assignment 
the synthesis report of 2010 is updated 
based on an improved methodological 
framework.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG for Agriculture

01/2013 01/201
4

Preparatory Study 
for the Ex-post 
Evaluation of ESF 
2007-2013

The objective of this study is to sup-
port the Commission in designing the 
ex post evaluation of the ESF 
2007-2013. The ex post evaluation of 
the ESF 2000-2006 has shown that this 
is a very complex and challenging task 
and that adequate preparation is nec-
essary. This preparatory study aims to 
develop and discuss possible ap-
proaches for this task.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Employment 

(in Consortium 
with Panteia, NL)

01/2013 12/201
3

Title Description Recipient Start End
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ESF Expert Evalua-
tion Network I, II 
and III

The ESF Expert Evaluation Network 
had the task to summarise the results 
and gains of the ESF funding in the last 
period. Together with evaluation ex-
perts from all Member States, the 
Metis team developed an inventory of 
all ESF evaluations and stored related 
information in a database in accor-
dance to criteria and results. Beyond 
this also Annual Implementation Re-
ports and additional sources were 
screened. Country reports on all ESF 
priorities as well as thematic reports at 
country and EU levels were prepared. 
Among the themes were ‘access to 
employment’, ‘social inclusion’, ‘young 
people’ and ‘women’. Finally, a sum-
marising report was provided giving an 
overview of results and gains.

European Commis-
sion, 
DG Employment

09/2010 12/201
3

Mid-term Evaluation 
RDP North Albania

This Mid-term Evaluation has the pur-
pose to assess the interim results of 
the Regional Development Programme 
(RDP) Northern Albania, to review the 
intervention logic and to draw conclu-
sions and recommendations for the 
adaptation and/or the actualisation of 
activities. The RDP is funded by the 
Austrian Development Agency and the 
Swiss Development Cooperation and 
runs until the end of 2014.

ÖAR Regionalber-
atung as Lead 
Contractor on 
behalf of the 
donors

02/2013 03/201
3

Evaluation of the 
Regional Manage-
ment Institution in 
Bavaria

The objective of this project is twofold. 
First, the regional management institu-
tion, which has been offered in whole 
Bavaria as an instrument of the Bavari-
an regional development since 2007, 
has to be analysed and evaluated. 
Second, approaches for the future 
support of regional development have 
to be developed. The regional man-
agement institution has the role of a 
partner in this evaluation. Based on 
grass-roots survey, in-depth interviews 
will be conducted with a selection of 
regional management officers and with 
relevant decision makers. The role of 
Metis in this project is to prepare and 
compile a comparative analysis taking 
into account similar institutions in 
Switzerland and Austria.

Bavarian Ministry 
of Economy, In-
frastructure, Trans-
port and Technol-
ogy 

(in consortium with 
Research Group 
Agricultural and 
Regional Devel-
opment (ART) 
Triesting)

07/2012 01/201
3

Title Description Recipient Start End
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External support for 
the Evaluation of 
the Programme for 
Cross-Border Coop-
eration Slovakia- 
Austria 2007-2013

The subject of this contract is the ex-
ternal support for the evaluation of the 
SK-AT cross-border cooperation pro-
gramme over a period of 30 months. 
The main tasks of the assignment are 
an appraisal of the programme strate-
gy, the evaluation of the technical as-
sistance and communication, the as-
sessment of flagship projects, and the 
appraisal of programme outcomes and 
impact. These tasks are elaborated in 
four interim reports and the final re-
port. In-depth analysis of specific ques-
tions and strategy papers are part of 
these report. Data are gathered with 
surveys and group discussions.

City of Vienna (SK-
AT Joint Technical 
Secretariat)

07/2010 12/201
2

Mid-term evaluation 
of the Operational 
Programme 
“Strengthening of 
the regional com-
petitiveness and 
integrative urban 
development in the 
city of Vienna”

This mid-term evaluation follows a 
strategic approach and has four major 
objectives. First, given the small 
amount of projects it has to take into 
account the results of single projects. 
Second, it has to follow the general 
guidelines of the European Commis-
sion. Third, it has to choose a method-
ology which is appropriate for the 
small amount of funding in the pro-
gramme. Finally, it has to keep the 
additional burden for the project hold-
ers at a minimum.

City of Vienna, 
Municipal Depart-
ment 27 – EU 
Strategy and Eco-
nomic Develop-
ment

06/2011 03/201
2

Title Description Recipient Start End
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b) Studies and Consultancy 

Title Description Recipient Start End

Easing legal and 
administrative ob-
stacles in EU border 
regions

This study is part of a wider cross-bor-
der cooperation review launched by the 
Commission services in 2015. The iden-
tification, classification and analysis of 
legal and administrative obstacles is 
based on a pluri-disciplinary and holistic 
approach which complies with their 
possible complex roots and variable 
adverse impacts at different levels, i.e. 
policy-specific, on horizontal policies, 
on territorial integration. 

The study report presents a compre-
hensive inventory of legal and adminis-
trative obstacles at the internal EU land 
borders, provides an in-depth analysis 
of the obstacles, including practical 
solutions for overcoming them. It con-
tains also 15 thematically and geo-
graphically balanced case studies.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Regional Poli-
cy

07/201
5

ongo-
ing 

(01/201
7)

The analysis of the 
outcome of the 
negotiations con-
cerning the Partner-
ship Agreements 
and European Social 
Fund (ESF) Opera-
tional Programmes, 
including mulit-fund 
programmes, for the 
programming peri-
od 2014-2020

The study aims to provide an evidence-
based review of Member States’ strate-
gic choices related to the programming 
of the European Social Fund (ESF) by 
mapping the content of Partnership 
Agreements, ESF Operational Pro-
grammes, Country Specific Recom-
mendations and Country Position Pa-
pers. By means of a data base relevant 
information of these sources is collect-
ed and analysed in 28 country reports 
as well as an EU 28 report. Particular 
attention is paid on coherence, result 
orientation and strategic programming 
of the ESF. Metis experts developed the 
data base and drafted the Pilot Country 
Report for Austria.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Employment 

(Metis experts as 
subcontractors of 
FGB)

04/201
5

ongo-
ing 
(03/201
6)

The growth poten-
tial of an integrated 
EU Urban Agenda

This report presents an exhaustive in-
ventory of studies, reports and EU polit-
ical statements on the urban dimension 
of the EU policies, on the discussion of 
a potential EU integrated urban agenda 
at EU level and, in particular, on the 
contribution of cities to growth. Infor-
mation is collected through compre-
hensive bibliographic research.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Directorate E – 
Horizontal Policies 
and Networks

08/201
5

ongo-
ing 

(01/201
6)
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A code of conduct 
on the involvement 
of the Local and 
Regional Authorities 
in the European 
Semester

Building on existing policy papers, the 
study investigates how a new Code of 
Conduct on partnership in the Eu-
ropean Semester could ensure the ac-
tive involvement of LRAs in the Eu-
ropean Semester, in light of the princi-
ples of partnership and multi-level gov-
ernance. The study comprises refer-
ences, argumentation and a concise 
draft Code of Conduct.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Directorate C – 
Legislative Works

08/201
5

ongo-
ing 

(12/201
5)

Mainstreaming Cli-
mate Change into 
CSF-Funds 
2014-2020

This project aims to scrutinize the Op-
erational Programmes (OPs) and Part-
nership Agreements (PAs) of all EU 
Member States addressing the financ-
ing period 2014-2020 in relation to 
combatging and mitigating climate 
change. Metis is involved on two levels: 
First, two core team members provide 
specialized expertise related to the ESF 
and the EAFRD. They are involved in all 
tasks of the project, including the draft-
ing of a Common Strategic Framework 
review, the development of scrutiny 
criteria for OPs and PAs and the design 
of workshops for other DGs and the 
country teams. Second, Metis coordi-
nates the country teams in Austria, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus and Greece. The coun-
try teams are mainly responsible for the 
scrutinies of the OPs and PAs.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Climate 

(as subcontractor 
of COWI)

01/201
3

ongo-
ing 

(12/201
5)

The implementation 
of the provisions in 
relation to the ex 
ante conditionalities 
during the pro-
gramming phase of 
the ESI-Funds

Ex-ante conditionalities are require-
ments which have to be fulfilled by the 
Member States in order to get EU-fund-
ing. They range from the existence of 
regional innovation strategies to the 
compliance with the rules on competi-
tion. This study gives an overview of the 
ex-ante conditionalities which are ap-
plied in the partnership agreements 
and the Operational Programmes 
(ERDF, CF, multi-fund programmes). It 
also investigates if they are fulfilled and 
which measures are taken for their ful-
fillment. The basis for these investiga-
tions are the programme documents, 
the interviews and an online survey with 
stakeholders. Finally, conclusions on the 
strengths and weaknesses on the provi-
sions related to the ex-ante conditional-
ities during the programming phase 
and their general value to ensure a 
better framework in the Member States 
are drafted.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Regional Poli-
cy

10/201
4

ongo-
ing 

(11/201
5)

Title Description Recipient Start End
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The Future of Cohe-
sion Policy

This study provides input to the forth-
coming debate on Cohesion policy post 
2020 in supporting a platform on the-
matic discussion of the Committee of 
the Regions with institutions, experts 
and key stakeholders. Based on a fun-
damental review of all policy challenges 
and a discussion of theoretical policy 
options will take place in three seminars 
related to four groups of issues. These 
are (1) trends and challenges, (2) effec-
tiveness and efficiency, (3) models of 
growth and cohesion, and (4) new ideas 
and choices. Research undertaken for 
two reports will be based on desk-re-
search, structured interviews and a 
survey among local and regional au-
thorities.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E1 – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

10/201
4

ongo-
ing 

(11/201
5)

The role of the Local 
and Regional Au-
thorities in the im-
plementation of 
Europe 2020 – 
Analysis of 2015 
National Reform 
Programmes

This report analyses what National Re-
form Programmes (NRPs) for 2015 say 
about existing territorial disparities, 
about involvement of LRAs in the de-
sign and implementation of NRPs and 
of the Europe 2020 strategy and about 
the implementation of partnership and 
multi-level governance. It also checks 
whether this involvement has changed 
in comparison to the 2013 and 2014 
NRPs.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E1 – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

06/201
5

ongo-
ing 

(10/201
5)

Open innovation in 
industry, including 
3D printing

This study feeds into the general de-
bate about the role of an EU coordinat-
ed and integrated industrial policy to 
support economic development and 
enhance competitiveness of the indus-
tries, considering SMEs and the devel-
opment of innovative solutions. It starts 
off with developing a concept of open 
innovation and defines 3D printing. 
Based on existing studies and research, 
it also presents estimates and figures 
with regard to the actual implementa-
tion of related policies and the poten-
tial of social innovation and 3D printing 
for industry and creative people. As the 
overall potential of smart use of new 
and upcoming information and com-
munication technologies is much 
broader, the frame is clearly set. Bene-
fits and bottlenecks are analysed.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies, Direc-
torate A – Eco-
nomic and Scien-
tific Policy

12/201
4

09/201
5

Title Description Recipient Start End
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Support to the 
elaboration of the 
Operational Pro-
gramme DANUBE 
2014-2020

In this contract Metis develops the 
programme architecture and supports 
the contracting authority with the de-
velopment of the hierarchy of objec-
tives and the selection of investment 
priorities and actions. The contract is 
implemented through three major 
tasks, which are (1) compiling specific 
chapter of the OP for the DANUBE 
programme (2) compiling background 
and supporting documents on specific 
issues, and (3) collecting and integrat-
ing remarks and recommendations, and 
ensuring consistency between the dif-
ferent parts through the harmonisation 
of OP. An important part of Task 2 is the 
development of programme-specific 
results, output and project indicators. 
The programme will be prepared in 
close cooperation with all relevant ac-
tors of the DANUBE region.

Ministry for Na-
tional Economy 
(Hungary)  

(formerly ONEP - 
Office for national 
Economic Plan-
ning)

03/201
4

09/201
5

Review of the 
adopted Partnership 
Agreements

The study presents a comprehensive 
overview of the adopted Partnership 
Agreements in relation to the adoption 
of the issues that were endorsed by the 
EP. These comprise, among others, the 
function of the partnership agreements 
as a strategic documents covering all 
five ESI-Funds, their alignment with the 
Europe 2020 strategy and the Treaty-
based policy objectives as well as with 
the National Reform Programmes. In a 
comparative analysis the study provides 
insights into the comprehensiveness 
and shows how far the issues relevant 
to the European Parliament have been 
taken up in the Partnership Agreements 
at the level of Member States.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies, Policy 
Department B: 
Structural and 
Cohesion Policies, 
Regional Devel-
opment

01/201
5

09/201
5

The participation of 
entities of outside 
the EU in the Eu-
ropean Groupings 
for Territorial Coop-
eration

This note examines how the EGTCs 
with non-EU countries can be imple-
mented, analyses the legal regime, 
potential and issues at stake in each of 
the areas of cooperation considered 
(enlargement, Eastern partnership, 
Mediterranean and greater neighbour-
hood) and gives an overview about the 
existing interest and current or future 
projects of EGTCs in this area. The note 
is completed by a chapter on common 
challenges and trends as well as con-
siderations on legal and operational 
aspects.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E1 – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

11/201
4

03/201
5

Title Description Recipient Start End
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EGTC Monitoring 
Report 2014

This EGTC Monitoring Report draws a 
complete picture of both the estab-
lished EGTCs and the groupings that 
were in constitution in the reporting 
period of 2014. 50 EGTCs were estab-
lished including more than 800 national, 
local and regional authorities from 20 
different EU Member States. 16 group-
ings were in the phase of constitution. 
The report is an update of the prece-
dent report for the year 2013 and pro-
vides a review on legal provisions and 
issues and factual information on the 
existing EGTCs. New in this report is 
information the contributions to the 
Europe 2020 strategy and to the new 
Cohesion Policy

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E1 – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

11/201
4

03/201
5

Social Inclusion of 
Young People

For this assignment an overview report 
on the implementation of the Young 
Guarantee will be provided which wil 
be based on ten country case studies. 
The report comprises a synthesis of the 
status quo of the implementation, the 
existence and significance of the pre-
conditions for the implementation of 
the youth guarantee for the successful 
implementation of the latter as well as a 
preliminary identification of costs to 
date. The overview allows the compari-
son of the concrete actions implement-
ed so far and the analysis of the overall 
experience of implementation. On this 
basis lessons from the comparative 
analysis are drawn and further investi-
gations on the transferability of the 
youth guarantee model undertaken.

EUROFOUND – 
European Founda-
tion for the Im-
provement of 
Living and Work-
ing Conditions

08/201
4

01/201
5

Drafting of the Op-
erational Pro-
gramme Alpine 
space 2014-2020

In this contract Metis develops the 
programme architecture and supports 
the contracting authority with the de-
velopment of the hierarchy of objec-
tives and the selection of investment 
priorities and actions. Moreover, the 
indicator and performance framework 
are prepared. In doing so, Metis at-
tends all relevant meetings of the draft-
ing team and the Task Force estab-
lished. The work is undertaken in close 
cooperation with the experts for the 
Strategic Environment Assessment and 
the Ex-ante Evaluation.

Office of the Gov-
ernment of Salz-
burg, Austria

03/201
3

12/201
4
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Strategic Environ-
mental Assessment 
(as part of the Ex-
ante Evaluation of 
the OP Thuringia 
2014 to 2020)

Based on the Directive 2001/42/EC, the 
environmental effects of the planned 
measures will be assessed during the 
preparation of the Operational Pro-
grammes for Structural Funds with a 
Strategic Environment Assessment. The 
implementation of the Strategic Envi-
ronment Assessment follows the re-
quired systematic steps of examination 
(scoping, description and assessment of 
effects, preventive measures/compen-
sation of negative effects, monitoring).

Spatial Foresight, 
on behalf of the 
Ministry of Econ-
omy, Labour and 
Technology in 
Thuringia, Ger-
many

11/201
2

12/201
4

Transferability and 
implementation of 
the youth guarantee  
(Lot 2 of Social In-
clusion of Young 
People)

Young people have been dispropor-
tionately hard hit by the financial and 
economic crisis in the EU and the situa-
tion is not likely to improve without a 
concerted job-centred strategy at the 
Member States level. In this context this 
comprehensive study has four major 
tasks: (1) To describe the general con-
text and to map the status quo in the 
countries, (2) To investigate success 
factors, barriers, challenges and costs in 
the implementation of youth guarantee, 
(3) To investigate preliminarily the costs 
of the implementation of youth guaran-
tee and (4) To identify concrete actions 
undertaken in order to implement 
youth guarantee. Pilot studies will be 
undertaken in Austria, Finland and 
Sweden.

EUROFOUND – 
European Founda-
tion for the Im-
provement of 
Living and Work-
ing Conditions

01/201
4

12/201
4

Implementation of 
Cohesion policy 
2014-2020: Prepara-
tions and adminis-
trative capacity of 
Member States

The purpose of this study is to provide 
an assessment of the administrative 
preparedness of the EU Member 
States' for the programming period 
2014-2020. All relevant aspects will be 
explored, including institutional struc-
tures, the actors at all governance lev-
els and their coordination, human re-
sources management and working 
methods. The study identifies weak/
effective administrative structures in the 
different phases of the Cohesion policy 
cycle and in different administrative set-
ups, as well as the potential causes for 
reduced effectiveness of implementa-
tion. The topic of cooperation/coordi-
nation of different governance levels 
will be particularly highlighted.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies, Direc-
torate B – Struc-
tural and Cohe-
sion Policies 

(with EPRC as 
partner)

12/201
3

12/201
4

Title Description Recipient Start End
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ÖREK-Partnership 
„Strengthening the 
regional level of 
acting“: ‘Vision 
Region‘– Chances, 
Potentials and limits 
of regionalization

This contract is embedded in the ongo-
ing work process of the ÖREK-Partner-
ship “Strengthening the regional level 
of acting” (ÖREK is the acronym for 
Austrian Spatial Development 
Concept). Coordinated with this 
process, the contract will implement 
five work steps: (1) verification and 
summary of the existing documents, (2) 
drafting a discussion paper, (3) partici-
pation at the closing event of the 
ÖREK-Partnership, and (5) preparation 
of the agenda “Regional Goernance”.

ÖROK - Austrian 
Conference on 
Spatial Planning

05/201
4

11/201
4

The Role of Cities in 
the Cohesion Policy 
2014-2020

In the context of an increased role of 
cities in EU Cohesion policy, this paper 
contributes to a better understanding 
of the potential benefit for cities from 
the implementation of Cohesion policy. 
The main objectives of this policy paper 
is the preparation of a roadmap for the 
European Parliament on the one hand 
and advice on the successful implemen-
tation of the Cohesion policy in urban 
areas on the other hand. The paper 
proposes also measures for the moni-
toring of the progress of the integration 
of cities into the implementation of 
Cohesion policy.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies, Direc-
torate B – Struc-
tural and Cohe-
sion Policies

12/201
3

10/201
4

Expert assessment 
of the situation and 
perspectives for 
Podkar-packie, 
Poland in view of 
the development of 
a regional strategy 
for smart specialisa-
tion

The goal of this contract is the review 
and assess the draft RIS3 strategy of 
the Podkarpackie region in Poland and 
to provide feed-back on the appropri-
ateness of this strategy in relation to 
the draft RIS3 Guide. A detailed cata-
logue of questions has to be answered. 
The themes included are stakeholder 
involvement, evidence-based approach 
and the identification of future activity 
areas. Last but not least, also sug-
gestions for the improvement of the 
assessment grid for RIS3 strategies will 
be provided.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Regional Poli-
cy

11/201
2

09/201
4
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The European 
Groupings of Terri-
torial Cooperation 
and the Single Mar-
ket

This note hightlights the issues of 
EGTCs as ‘cross-border players’ in the 
Single Market. These issues are under-
stood as potentialities and limits of the 
EGTC in the Single Market Act, obsta-
cles and possible solutions considering 
the Single Market Act and improving 
the EGTC conventions. First the note 
analyses the role and situation of the 
EGTCs in the Single Market with regard 
to opportunities in selected key actions 
of the Single Market Act. Second, it 
proposes possible clauses in the con-
vention with which EGTCs might over-
come barriers to the Single Market.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E1 – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

05/201
4

06/201
4

External Support for 
Programming of 
CBC Slovakia-Aus-
tria 2014-2020

The external support for the pro-
gramme preparation follows a distinct 
process-oriented approach. The ser-
vices consist both of providing external 
technical expertise to the Programming 
Group and of process management 
including moderation of working 
groups. The external expert team is 
engaged in programme design during 
three stages: Stage 1: the analysis and 
the needs assessment; Stage 2: the 
construction of the programme´s inter-
vention logic; and Stage 3: defining 
methodological approaches to target 
horizontal issues and identify options to 
reduce the administrative burden.

City of Vienna, 
Municipal De-
partment 27

10/201
2

07/201
4

Preparation of the 
Operational Pro-
gramme ‘Investing 
in Growth and Jobs’ 
for Upper Austria 
(ERDF)

Based on the regional analysis the pro-
gramming work for the Operational 
Programme ‘Investing in Growth and 
Jobs’ for the ERDF is undertaken to-
gether with the management of the 
process for the inclusion of all relevant 
actors. Based on the regional analysis 
the programme documtent is prepared 
and drafted in close cooperation with 
the contracting authority.

Office of the Gov-
ernment of Upper 
Austria

01/201
2

07/201
4

Territorial Employ-
ment Pact – TEP 
Future

This contract consists of three tasks. 
First, an analytical part analysing rele-
vant documents and studies. Second, 
the development of a concept for effi-
tient implementation structures in fu-
ture. In this context also a workshop has 
been conducted. Third, potentials for 
optimisation in the institutional pro-
cesses are investigated.

Federal Ministry of 
Labour, Social 
Affairs and Con-
sumer Protection 
of Austria

03/201
3

07/201
4
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STRAT.AT 2020 
Overall coordination 
of the preparation 
of the Partnership 
Agreement for the 
ESI-Funds in Austria

At the centre of this project is the 
preparation of the Austrian Partnership 
Agreement for the Common Strategic 
Framework 2014-2020. This entails the 
development of specific priorities and 
measures based on the eleven thematic 
objectives as agreed at Community 
level across all involved ESI-Funds and 
the overall coordination of the prepara-
tion of all relevant documents.

ÖROK - Austrian 
Conference on 
Spatial Planning

04/201
2

07/201
4

Mobility in demo-
graphically and 
geographically chal-
lenged regions

This note provides an analysis of the 
mobility problems that demographically 
and geographically challenged regions 
face. It gives an overview of legal com-
petences of regional and local authori-
ties with regard to implementation and 
financing of mobility policies, and iden-
tifies best practices by desk and field 
research. Finally, the funding possibili-
ties through European Structural and 
Investment Funds (ESI) are mapped 
showing also fields not covered by the 
ESI Funds.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E1 – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

04/201
4

06/201
4

Preparation of the 
Operational Pro-
gramme ‘Investing 
in Growth and Jobs’ 
for Vienna (ERDF)

Based on the regional analysis the pro-
gramming work for the Operational 
Programme ‘Investing in Growth and 
Jobs’ for the ERDF is undertaken to-
gether with the management of the 
process for the inclusion of all relevant 
actors. Based on the regional analysis 
the programme document is prepared 
and drafted in close cooperation with 
the contracting authority.

City of Vienna, 
Municipal De-
partment 27

01/201
3

05/201
4

EGTC Monitoring 
Report 2013

This EGTC Monitoring Reports aims at 
drawing a complete picture of both the 
established EGTCs and the groupings 
that were in constitution in the report-
ing period of 2012. Currently, 41 EGTCs 
are established and 16 in the phase of 
constitution. The report is an update of 
the precedent report for the year 2012 
and provides a review on legal provi-
sions and issues and factual information 
on the existing EGTCs. New in this 
report is information on the involve-
ment and role of EGTCs in the ESI 
Funds period 2014-2020.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Directorate for 
Consultative Work 
- Unit for Studies 
& Legislative 
Planning

11/201
3

02/201
4
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Cofinancing Salaries 
from Technical As-
sistance

The study aims at identifying how Tech-
nical Assistance funds are used in the 
Member States to finance staff costs. 
The status quo in the fields of co-financ-
ing salaries, bonuses, top-ups from 
Structural Funds during the 2007-2013 
period is analysed. The methodology 
includes desk research and a question-
naire sent to more than 250 institutions 
in EU27. Questions relate to staff costs, 
to staff management plans and their 
transparency. Considered are all Opera-
tional Programmes and the Cohesion 
Fund. ETC Programems are not includ-
ed.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Regional Poli-
cy

06/201
3

03/201
4

An assessment of 
multilevel gover-
nance in Cohesion 
Policy 2007-2013

The main objectives of this study are to 
define multilevel governance and to 
test the thesis that the effectiveness 
and efficiency of Cohesion Policy is 
being strengthened through multilevel 
governance. The report provides a clear 
and coherent overview of the current 
process of implementing multilevel 
governance in the EU27. Based on desk 
research and case studies – ERDF Pro-
grammes in North Rhine-Westphalia 
(DE), Languedoc (FR), Silesia (PL), 
Slovenia and ETC Programmes Austria-
Slovakia and Alpine Space – the study 
develops recommendations to refine 
the Commission’s proposals on Cohe-
sion Policy for 2014-2020.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies of the 
Union, Directorate 
for Structural and 
Cohesion Policies

04/201
3

02/201
4

EU Member States’ 
preparedness for 
Cohesion Policy 
2014-2020

This briefing note investigates the sta-
tus of preparedness of the Member 
States for the upcoming ESI Funds 
programme period. It shows that new 
procedures for preparing the regulatory 
framework have been established with 
the implementation of the Lisbon 
Treaty. Hitherto the preparation has 
taken two years. Key issues are the 
Partnership Agreement, financial alloca-
tion, structural changes of OPs, concen-
tration on thematic objectives and ex-
ante conditionalities. In general, the 
preparation process is far behind 
schedule in almost all Member States.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies of the 
Union 

Directorate B 
Structural and 
Cohesion Policy

08/201
3

12/201
3

Title Description Recipient Start End
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Ports Package – 
Early Warning Sys-
tem

This file notes analyses the local and 
regional authorities subsidiarity scrutiny 
of the legislative proposal – the ‘Ports 
Package’ – and assesses the compliance 
with the subsidiarity principle. In addi-
tion to general conclusions related to 
the subsidiarity (i.e. necessity for EU 
action and expected added value), 
remarks and recommendations favour-
ing regional and local authorities, par-
ticularly regions with legislative powers, 
are included.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E.I – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

07/201
3

12/201
3

Elaboration of the 
Upper Austrian 
strategy paper

In this assignment Metis supports both 
the coordination process in Upper Aus-
tria and the development of a coordina-
tion instrument for the Upper Austrian 
contributions to the programming of 
the relevant CSF Funds ERDF, ESF, 
EAFRD and EMFF. A common under-
standing of the benefits and deficits of 
EU funding in the current period is 
developed together with the depart-
ments involved in the implementation 
of the EU programmes. Main aims are 
transparency in contributions of funds, 
options for combining programmes, the 
demonstration of interfaces and an 
improved strategic framework.

Office of the Gov-
ernment of Upper 
Austria

05/201
2

12/201
3

‘Territorial Evidence 
Packs for Structural 
Funds Programmes’ 

Project under Priori-
ty 3 of the ESPON 
2013 Programme, 
Scientific Platform 
and Tools

The general aim of this project is to 
render the ESPON knowledge base 
with its abundance of territorial evi-
dence fruitful for the programming and 
implementation of Structural Funds in 
the upcoming financial period 
2014-2020. More specifically, the 
project will develop a methodological 
concept for using territorial evidence 
for strategic, result-oriented program-
ming, develop supporting tools, enable 
the programme partners of SF pro-
grammes to use this evidence and 
demonstrate the full potential of the 
methodology in ten pilot cases. As 
project leader Metis is responsible for 
the overall coordination of the project, 
its dissemination activities and the de-
velopment of the operational method-
ological concept.

Ministry of Sus-
tainable Devel-
opment and Infra-
structures of the 
Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, 
Department for 
Spatial Planning 
and Development

02/201
2

12/201
4

Preparation of the 
integrated strategy 
for Lower Austria

As part of the programming process for 
the ETC cross-border programme Slo-
vakia-Austria, Metis prepares integrated 
territorial approaches for Lower Austria.

Office of the Gov-
ernment of Lower 
Austria

01/201
3

12/201
3
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Framework of future 
EU ports policy – 
‘Ports Package”

The proposed regulation establishing a 
framework on market access to port 
services and financial transparency of 
ports tries to pursue the policy ideas 
announced by the European Commis-
sion in the White Paper “Roadmap to a 
Single European Transport Area” (2011) 
is analysed. Ten examples of port or-
ganisations show that there is a wide 
variety of models used in the EU, re-
flecting the different historical devel-
opment in the Member States where 
the ports are located. The analysis 
comes to the conclusion that the pro-
posals of the EC in the Fourth Railway 
Package and the Airport Package clear-
ly reflect the necessity for a transparent 
separation of port infrastructure and 
port services.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Unit E.I – Forward 
Planning, Studies 
and Academic 
Networks

07/201
3

09/201
3

Consolidation of the 
Carinthia EU-Strate-
gy

Based on the support for the develop-
ment of the Carinthian strategy for EU 
funding from 2013 onwards (offered in 
2011), Metis is responsible for the sup-
porting process during the program-
ming of the CSF-Funds in Carinthia in 
this contract. The aim of the supporting 
process is to consolidate the strategy 
and adapt it to the demands at Eu-
ropean and Austrian level. With a series 
of workshops, a discussion is initiated 
across all CSF-Funds. The main objec-
tive of this project is the development 
of an EU funding strategy for Carinthia, 
which is accepted by all relevant actors 
in the region.

Office of the Gov-
ernment of 
Carinthia, Austria

05/201
2

07/201
3

Financial Engineer-
ing Instruments in 
Cohesion Policy

This study provides an overview of the 
current situation, the advantages and 
the challenges encountered in using 
Financial Engineering Instruments 
(FEIs). Based on this ‘easy-to-read’ 
guide to FEIs and the lessons learned 
so far, the study develops recommen-
dations on how to improve the use of 
such instruments for the period 
2014-2020.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies of the 
Union, Directorate 
B Structural and 
Cohesion Policy

11/201
2

06/201
3

Title Description Recipient Start End
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CIP Peer Review The study summarizes the results of a 
peer review of the evaluations of CIP 
and EIP. The peer review has taken into 
account the heterogeneous and com-
plex nature of SMEs. It has been con-
ducted in two stages: First, the general 
CIP evaluation has been reviewed and 
second, a the evaluation of the EIP with 
regard to the specific needs of SMEs 
and the ways the EIP has targeted 
these needs. The conclusions and rec-
ommendations refer to foci of future 
evaluations. Moreover, a reconsidera-
tion of the future SME support on Eu-
ropean level is suggested.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies of the 
Union, Directorate 
D: Budgetary 
Affairs

09/201
2

05/201
3

Report on Fourth 
Railway Package

While analysing the Fourth Railway 
Package, this assignment firstly assesses 
the current legal situation of railway 
operations from the perspective of local 
and regional authorities. Then it breaks 
down the proposed changes into cate-
gories allowing for a systematic as-
sessment of impact of the proposed 
measures from the perspective of local 
and regional authorities. Finally, it pro-
vides a comparative analysis and an 
assessment of the proposed changes 
which have an impact on local and re-
gional authorities.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Directorate for 
Consultative Work 
- Unit for Studies 
& Legislative 
Planning

12/201
2

03/201
3

EGTC Monitoring 
Report 2012

This EGTC Monitoring Reports aims at 
drawing a complete picture of both the 
established EGTCs and the groupings 
that were in constitution in the report-
ing period of 2012. Currently, 32 EGTCs 
are established and 17 in the phase of 
constitution. The report is an update of 
the precedent report for the year 2011 
and provides a review on legal provi-
sions and issues and factual information 
on the existing EGTCs. New in this 
report are six additional case studies 
and newly defined standard indicators 
which will allow collecting comparable 
and measurable data.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
Directorate for 
Consultative Work 
- Unit for Studies 
& Legislative 
Planning

12/201
2

03/201
3
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Regional strategies 
for industrial areas

Urban areas with a legacy of ‘old indus-
tries’ have faced large-scale investment 
needs in the regeneration of derelict 
land, rehabilitation of housing and in-
frastructure and in addressing ecologi-
cal challenges, in addition to massive 
changes in economic activities and jobs. 
These regions depend on national and 
European industrial policy as well as on 
the capacity of local and regional actors 
to plan and develop a new and 
amenable space and a base for future 
economic development. Cohesion poli-
cy has contributed to rehabilitation and 
new development. The briefing note 
explains how urban areas like Man-
chester, Essen, Lille and Bilbao have 
mastered reconversion. In future, urban 
areas could greatly benefit from the 
new possibilities offered through the 
Integrated Territorial Investment fore-
seen for the upcoming Cohesion policy 
period, 2014-2020.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies of the 
Union, Directorate 
B Structural and 
Cohesion Policy

12/201
2

02/201
3

Revision of guide-
lines on national 
regional aid

This working paper discusses the main 
elements of the current guidelines on 
national regional and related regulatory 
frameworks, the current reform of the 
state aid framework and the regional 
aid at national level from the perspec-
tive of local and regional authorities. It 
assesses the impact of the European 
regulatory framework for regional state 
at national level in three steps: under-
standing of the current framework, 
current and planned changes, and any 
criteria for judging the impact on LRA.

Committee of the 
Regions, DTC Unit 
1

10/201
2

11/201
2

Austria and the EU 
Strategy for the 
Danube Region 
(EUSDR) – First ex-
periences and per-
spectives

This report analyses the first experi-
ences with the EUSDR in Austria. The 
report describes how the EUSDR has 
been embedded into the existing Aus-
trian structures during the first imple-
mentation phase (2011/2012), the activ-
ities that have already been imple-
mented and the challenges identified 
hitherto. Besides a first ‘stock-taking’, 
the report offers an overview of the 
topic and the strategy from the Austri-
an perspective at federal level and 
proposes options for the monitoring of 
the strategy’s implementation in future.

Austrian Federal 
Chancellery, De-
partment IV/4

07/201
2

09/201
2
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How to integrate 
the EU Flagship 
initiatives into Co-
hesion Policy in the 
current and future 
funding periods

This study presents a roadmap and 
advice for the successful implementa-
tion of the Flagships Initiatives in the 
coming years. It identifies the opportu-
nities and limitations for the integration 
of the Flagship Initiatives with cohesion 
policy and its funds, assesses the added 
value and the risks associated with the 
integration, and assesses ways of in-
volving the local and regional level. 
Moreover, measures for monitoring the 
progress of the implementation of the 
Flagship Initiatives are proposed.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate-Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies of the 
Union, Directorate 
B Structural and 
Cohesion Policy

11/201
1

07/201
2

Design and Com-
missioning of Coun-
terfactual Impact 
Evaluations - A Prac-
tical Guidance for 
ESF Managing Au-
thorities

This guidance provides practical advice 
on some of the key questions that need 
to be considered when designing, 
commissioning and conducting CIEs. It 
is intended for ESF Managing Authori-
ties and other bodies responsible for 
the implementation of ESF-funded 
programmes and interventions. The 
focus is on practicalities, though 
through necessity some technical issues 
are discussed.

European Com-
mission, 
DG Employment 

(For the University 
of Westminster, 
London, UK as 
main contractor)

10/201
1

06/201
2

The Partnership 
Contracts – how to 
implement multi-
level governance 
and to guarantee 
the flexibility of 
Cohesion Policy

This briefing note presents an analysis 
how the Partnership Contracts for the 
funding period 2014-2020 can be im-
plemented regarding issues of multi-
level governance and how flexibility in 
the EU Cohesion Policy can be guaran-
teed. Among the major issues exam-
ined are the draft regulation from the 
European Commission, experiences 
from the ongoing programme period 
related to multilevel governance, part-
nership in programming, and policy 
coordination. The synthesis includes a 
risk assessment related to possible 
interpretations of the Partnership Con-
tract.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Policy Department 
Structural and 
Cohesion Policies

02/201
2

03/201
2

Simplification and 
Proportionality in 
Manage-ment and 
Control Systems of 
Cohesion Policy

The subject of this briefing note is the 
reform of the architecture of the man-
agement and control authorities and 
the proportionality principle in auditing 
presented in the Commission Proposal 
for a Regulation on common provisions 
for Structural and Cohesion Funds 
2014-2020 (the draft CSF Regulation). 
The proposed measures for simplifica-
tion are analyzed and recommendations 
are developed relating to merger of 
authorities, accreditation, and propor-
tionality.

European Parlia-
ment, 
Directorate Gen-
eral for Internal 
Policies, Policy 
Department B: 
Structural and 
Cohesion Policies

02/201
2

03/201
2
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Public procurement 
and Cohesion policy

The study will provide an overview of 
the situation and the main problems of 
public procurement procedures in the 
field of Cohesion policy. In this context, 
it will explain in which way public pro-
curement applies to Structural Funds 
expenditures, discuss the legal back-
ground and the basic set of relevant 
rules. Also types of expenditures af-
fected, thresholds and groups of bene-
ficiaries affected will be addressed in 
detail. Based on an analysis of the rela-
tion of Structural Funds implementation 
to public procurement, the study will 
indicate which parts of the ERDF and 
the Cohesion Fund are used under 
public procurement procedures taking 
into account in particular the different 
types of expenditures.

European Parlia-
ment, 
DG General and 
Internal policies, 
Policy Department 
B: Structural and 
Cohesion Policies

11/201
1

03/201
2

Connecting Europe 
Facility

This evaluation note relates to the Reg-
ulation of the European Parliament and 
of the Council establishing the Con-
necting Europe Facility COM (2011) 
665. It summarises and analyzes the 
responses obtained from a consultation 
conducted by the Committee of the 
Regions on the draft regulation, its 
implications in terms of governance, 
cohesion policy, internal market rules 
and cross-border aspects. A particular 
focus is put on whether infringements 
of the subsidiarity principle were de-
tected.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
DTC Unit 1

01/201
2

02/201
2

European Territorial 
Cooperation: The 
preparation and 
management of 
projects

This evaluation note was prepared with 
a view to the role of EGTCs and macro-
regional strategies. Its overarching 
objective was to gain an overview on 
the current situation as well as future 
perspectives for Local and Regional 
Authorities in European Territorial Co-
operation (ETC). Their current role and 
provisions for cooperation and coordi-
nation are analyzed.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
DTC Unit 1

12/201
1

02/201
2

EGTC Monitoring 
Report 2011

The CoR has introduced a regular moni-
toring of the development of EGTCs as 
the European legal entity for cross-bor-
der, transnational and interregional 
cooperation of public entities. The Re-
port 2011 provides a review on legal 
provisions and issues, gives an update 
on the EGTCs included in the Report 
2010 and analyzes the characteristics of 
the new EGTCs.

Committee of the 
Regions, 
DTC Unit 1

11/201
1

02/201
2

Title Description Recipient Start End
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Barriers for Appli -
cants to Structural 
funding

Based on a literature review, the study 
provides an in-depth analysis of sys-
temic and operational factors related to 
the accessibility and barriers for appli-
cants to Structural funding. Actual in-
formation and data are mainly gathered 
from case study research. The case 
studies cover programmes that have 
been selected in order to represent a 
balanced picture in terms of the differ-
ent Objectives supported by Cohesion 
policy, the geographical distribution 
across the European territory and the 
representation of different administra-
tive systems. 

European Parlia-
ment, 
DG General and 
Internal policies, 
Policy Department 
B: Structural and 
Cohesion Policies, 
Regional Devel-
opment

04/201
1

06/201
2

Title Description Recipient Start End
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c) Public Management Support

Title Description Recipient Start End

Technical Assistance 
Facility for Danube 
Region Projects 
(TAF‐DRP), Lot 3

The aim of this technical facility is to 
develop project ideas for the EU Strat-
egy for the Danube Region into bank-
able and eligible projects. The services 
for this framework contract comprise 
technical assistance, analysis, legal and 
financial advice in the fields of culture 
and tourism, people-to-people projects, 
knowledge society, investments in hu-
man resources and qualification, institu-
tional capacities, security and combat-
ing organised crime. Two calls were 
prepared and successfully processed. 
20 projects were developed to a ma-
ture status. 

The projects deal with issues in the 
fields of culture; research and educa-
tion; social inclusion, including Roma 
integration; transport logistics; capacity 
building, economic development (clus-
ter networks, tourism); regional sta-
tistics systems, environmental im-
provement (waste management, re-
search), safety and combating corrup-
tion.

Project applicants, 
financed by the 
EU Funding 
Agency of the City 
of Vienna

11/201
3

ongo-
ing 

(12/201
6)

Danube Financing 
Dialogue, Phase II

Following the implementation support 
to the first phase of the Danube Financ-
ing Dialogue, another three Dialogues 
in the context of the EU Strategy for 
the Danube Region will be prepared 
technically and content-wise. The aim 
of these events to facilitate exchange 
and discussions of issues concerning 
the financing of SME projects in the 
Danube Region. They are matchmaking 
opportunities for regional SMEs and 
financial institutions and allow identify-
ing new fields of business and financing 
sources for investment projects. The 
first Danube Financing Dialogue in 
phase II took place in April 2015. The 
next is being prepared and will take 
place in Bratislava in May 2016.

City of Vienna, 
Municipal De-
partment 50

09/201
4

ongo-
ing 

(04/201
6)
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ESF Public Relations This project provides technical as-
sistance to the Austrian Ministry for 
work, social affairs and consumer pro-
tection in the field of public relations 
for the ESF in Austria. The activities 
include content support for the web-
site, organising annual conferences, the 
editorial responsibility for the quarterly 
published ESF magazine “ESF Insight”, 
providing ad hoc information on the 
ESF in Austria, preparing of the ESF 
Newsletter and supporting the Ministry 
in ESF PR related matters.

Austrian Ministry 
for Work, Social 
Affairs and Con-
sumer Protection 

(in Consortium 
with com_unit)

09/201
0

08/201
4

Joint Technical Sec-
retariat for the ETC 
Programme Austria 
- Czech Republic 
2007-2013

Support of the Managing Authority in 
Lower Austria in implementing the ETC 
programme Austria-Czech Republic 
2007-2013 with a broad range of tasks 
and activities such as: Information of 
applicants, programme publicity mea-
sures, assessment of project ap-
plications, drawing up of  ERDF subsidy 
contracts, programme monitoring as 
well as coordination and organisation of  
programme Monitoring Committee and 
Task Force meetings. 

Office of the Gov-
ernment of Lower 
Austria

01/200
8

07/201
4

Danube Financing 
Dialogue

The consultancy services for this project 
comprise the organisation of three 
Danube Financing Dialogues in the 
framework of the EU Strategy for the 
Danube Region. The aim of these 
events to facilitate exchange and dis-
cussions of issues concerning the fi-
nancing of SME projects in the Danube 
Region. They are matchmaking oppor-
tunities for regional SMEs and financial 
institutions and allow identifying new 
fields of business and financing sources 
for investment projects. The 1st 
Danube Financing Dialogue on 22-23 
March 2012 in Vienna saw around 200 
participants, the 2nd on 24-25 January 
2013 in Belgrade around 180 partici-
pants. The 3rd event took place on 
30-31 October 2013 in Bucharest.

City of Vienna, 

Municipal De-
partment 50

02/201
2

11/201
3

Title Description Recipient Start End
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Contact:  
Herta Tödtling-Schönhofer (Managing director) 
Metis GmbH 
Marxergasse 25, A-1030 Vienna, Austria 
www.metis-vienna.eu        office@metis-vienna.eu

The Technical As-
sistance Implemen-
tation Facility for 
Small Projects 
(EUSDR Priority 
Area 10)

This facility aims to assist approx. 40 
projects through Technical Assistance of 
up to 25,000 EUR in order to make the 
concepts, ideas and business plans of 
projects of a wide thematic range and 
with a volume below 25 Mio. EUR 
bankable or fundable. Beneficiaries are 
project promoters that are seated in 
one of the 14 countries of the Danube 
Region. For the set-up of this facility an 
application form, guidelines and a draft 
Memorandum of Understanding were 
prepared.

City of Vienna, 

Municipal De-
partment 50

08/201
2

04/201
3

Technical support 
for the Priority Area 
10 Coordinator of 
the EU Strategy for 
the Danube Region 

This project provides technical support 
for the Coordinator of the Priority Area 
10 (PA 10) ‘Institutional capacity and 
Cooperation’ of the EU Strategy for the 
Danube Region. The support comprises 
the organisation of Steering and Work-
ing Group meetings, the set up and 
maintenance of an internal web-space, 
a project data base and the coordina-
tion of the stakeholders.

City of Vienna, 

Municipal De-
partment 50

04/201
1

12/201
2

RCBI – Regional 
Building Initiative 
for the European 
Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instru-
ment (ENPI) – Cross 
Border Cooperation 
Programmes

The project’s overall objective is to 
support the Partner Countries of ENPI 
to strengthen their capacity to prepare 
and implement projects within the 
framework of the ENPI CBC pro-
grammes. The project organised hun-
dreds of training and information ses-
sions in the neighbouring countries, in 
Brussels and in European Union coun-
tries. Part of the project structure was 
the headquarters in Brussels and re-
gional offices in Lviv and in Amman. 
The tasks of Metis GmbH were contri-
butions to the project management.

European Com-
mission, 
DG RELEX

01/200
7

06/201
2

Technical Assistance 
to the Transport 
Operating Structure 
in Croatia

The Technical Assistance comprises 
support for the management of the 
Transport OP and the implementation 
of projects. Beneficiaries are the Min-
istry for Transport, the Department 
DSIO and the CFCA itself. There are 
three key experts working in Zagreb 
within the TA team

CFCA Croatia 05/201
0

05/201
2

Title Description Recipient Start End
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